References to Takeley recusants. Notes made in 2004 by the late Mary Deval from the books called “Essex Recusants”, and from the Quarter Sessions and other records.                                               

A recusant is someone who refused to attend their local church when it was prescribed by law that they should do so. It can apply to both Nonconformists and Roman Catholics after the reformation, but is more usually used for Roman Catholics. Some of the fines imposed are so enormous for their day that it seems inconceivable that ordinary people could afford to pay them.
1559. Everyone had to resort to their accustomed parish church or chapel upon every Sunday and other days ordained or used to be kept as holy days. Every offence incurred a fine of 12d.

1581. The fine was increased to £20.

1586. The government was empowered to confiscate 2/3rds of the property of those who did not pay the fine. The statutes stayed on the statute book for over 200 years.
1606 Holy Communion had to be taken once a year, and the oath of Allegiance taken.

Weapons, armour, crucifixes and rosaries were forbidden to recusants.
1706. Only 6 Roman Catholics recorded in North-West Essex.

!767 The Secretary to Bishop Richard Terrick of London summoned the Essex returns and concluded that there were 719 Roman Catholics in the County, mostly in the East. An Abstract of this is now in the Library of the House of Lords.

I have given the entries from the book “Essex Recusants” and also the entries in the Quarter Sessions records. The Quarter Sessions records are given in italics to distinguish the two accounts. Several of the women mentioned are described both as “wife of” and as a spinster. They were obviously not spinsters in the modern sense, so I am assuming that the term refers to their occupation, i.e. they literally did spin. 
E.R.= Essex Recusants.

Q.S.= Quarter Sessions.

The Quarter Sessions extracts are published by kind permission of the Essex Record Office. I acknowledge the copyright of the authors of “Essex Recusants”

E.R. Volume 1  Page 55. Anno 37 Elizabeth [1594].
                    Robert Smithe, Takeley, weaver. £220
Q.S. Roll 292/46. 1611.

                    Henry Langlie of Takeley for not coming to church for the space of one year or
                    more.      
E.R. Volume 3.  Page 82. May 1-28 1613.

                   Henry Langley, Takeley, husbandman. £20.

Q.S. Roll 203/48. Midsummer. 
                   Henry Langley of Takeley, husbandman, for not going to any church for the space 

                   of one month. Proclamation made. Did not appear. Estreated in the Exchequer.

Roll 293/68. Michaelmas term.

                   Henry Langle for the same previously presented.

Q.S. Roll. 219/41. Michaelmas 1617.

                   Henry Langley and Angelett, wife of Launcelot Lowe, both of Takeley, for not  

                   coming to church for one month last past.     

Q.S. Roll. Midsummer 1618.

                  Dorothy, wife of John Stokes, gent, Ann, wife of Robert Loe, Magdalen, wife of 

                  Thomas Wailett, Harry Hould, carpenter, all of Takeley have not come to church 

                 For six months.                 
Q.S. Roll 223/45. 7 January 1618/19.

                   The name of Popish recusants , the wife of John Stokes, gent, the wife of Launcelot

                   Lowe, the wife of Thomas Wallett and the wife of Robert Lowe.    
E.R. Volume 4. Page 15. 1619.

                   Dorothea Stokes, Takeley, spinster, wife of John, gent. £120.

                   Angelotte Lowe, same, spinster, wife of Lancelot. £120.

                   Magdalena Waylett, same, wife of Thomas, yeoman. £120.

                    Page 16. Dorothea Stokes, Takely, spinster. £80.

                   Magdalena Stokes, Takeley, spinster. £80.                                             

                    Page 17. Anne, wife of Robert Lowe of Takeley. £80.

                    Page 33. Robert Petre, who held office of auditor of the Exchequer and married Margaret Tyrrell, daughter of Sir John Tyrrell of Chippping co Suffolk. In 1594 he purchased the Manor of Waltham Hall, Takeley. Died in 1593, property passed to his nephew John first Lord Petre.

                    Page 76. Anne Lowe, Takeley, wife of Robert , yeoman. £100.
Q.S. Roll 224/28. Easter 1619.

                    In Takeley, Dorothy the wife of John Stokes hath not been to church these three 

                    years last past, also Angelot wife of Launcelot Lowe for the same period, also the 

                    wife of Thomas Waylett, yeoman, for two years and Ann, wife of Robert Lowe for 

                    three years.

Q.S. Roll 225/22-35. 

                    Indictment for recusancy.

                    Dorothy Stoakes, spinster, wife of John Stoakes, gent, Angela Lowe, wife of 

                    Launcelot Lowe, yeoman, Magdalen waylett, spinster, wife of Thomas Waylett

                    and Ann Lowe, spinster, wife of Robert Lowe, all of Takeley.                  

March 1618/19.

                   For one month. All subscribed. Proclamation made. Convicted and estreated.

Q.S. 30/09/1619

                   Robert Smeth, weaver and his wife Wheinfrid for 3 months.

Q.S. Roll 227/13 14 January 1619/20.

                  The following for not coming to church in Takeley . Aunglett Loe, yeoman, 

                   Maudlin Aylett, spinster, Robert Lowe, yeoman, Ann hiswife, soinster, Daniel Loe 

                   yeoman.

Q.S. Roll 229/67 Midsummer. 

                  Dorothy wife of John Stolkes, Angelott wife of Robert Lowe, Magdalen wife of 

                  Thomas Waylett, Ann wife of Robert Lowe. All of takeley, all for not coming to

                  church. Prosecuted before.

E.R. 10/01/1621/2

                  Robert Smeth, weaver, and his wife Wheinfrid for 3 months.

Q.S. Roll233/52. Midsummer 1621. 

                 In Takeley, Ann, wife of Robert Lowe for not coming to church for six 

                 months last past.

Q.S. Roll 240/25. Easter 1623.

                  Endorsed as Indictment. Thomas Leventhorpe, gent, and Henry Langley, yeoman, 

                  both of Takeley, from1 February to 10 June for the space of one month did not   

                  repair to their parish church.                                                 

Q.S. Roll 240/35. Easter 1623.

                 Thomas Leventhorpe, gent, and Henry Langley, yeoman, both of Takeley from 1 

                  February 1613 for the space of one month did not repair to their parish church.

Q.S. Roll 153/32. Braintree 6 October 1625.

                  Dorothy Stokes, widow, and Anne wife of Robert Lo, both of Takeley, for not            

                  coming to church three months last.

Q.S. Roll 260/33. Epiphany 1627/8.

                   Robert Howes wife of Takeley for a recusant not at church for twelve months,

                   convicted.
E.R. Volume 9. Page 15. 1647.

                    John Petre of Writtle,… a windmill and millhouse and two messuages, one known as Collins and the other as Waltham House, all in Takeley and Elsenham. The whole estate of John Petre was sequestrated in 1647, because of his Roman Catholic faith. His wife and children were allowed 1/5th for their maintenance. He regained 1/3rd in 1652 and the rest was let with other properties. In 1657 he was allowed to become a tenant of his sequestered lands for a favourable rent of £200 p.a.
Volumes 10. 11. 12, 13.  Nothing.

E.R.Volume 14. Page 55.

                    Thomas Waylett. The schedule of the Pipe shows Magdalen Waylett, wife of Thomas as convicted of recusancy in September 1619. She is shown as of Takeley. Thomas appears as convicted in July 1625 as coming from Sampford with his wife Mary, but later she appears as Magdalen. The couple continue to appear in the Schedule and also in the Estreats of Fines of 1641-2. (9). A Thomas Waylett owned land in Chawreth and Broxted called Parlriches.
E.R. Volume 15. Page 97.

                    “Essex Incumbents from the Province of Canterbury and the Elizabethean Settlement of religion” by C.W. Field.  

Page 37. Lancelot Lamborne, Takeley. He was Vicar 1545-1561 and was priested by Bishop Bonner. Bonner had refused to swear  the Oath of Supremacy of Henry VIII and was sent to the Marshalsea prison where he died. He is mentioned in the will of Nicholas Clarke of Bassingbourne Hall in1549. 
E.R. Volume 20. Index for Volumes 1-20.

E.R. Volume 21. Page 6. Sessions 11, 12 April 1605.

                Mr. Lentrope.

                Henry Langley.              
               [….] Careth, widow all of Takeley, all for recusants.

E.R. Volume 22, Page 45. General Sessions 15, 16 April 1613.

                    Langlie, Henry of Takeley. For one year or more.
                    Page 46. 

                     Langley of Takeley, Husbandman . 1 March 1613.

Volume 23. Page 42. Essex Quarter Sessions 2 October 1617.

                    Langley, Henry, 

                    Lowe, Angelotte, wife of Lancelot Lowe, both of Takeley, for one month.
                    Page 43

                    Houlde, Harry, carpenter, 
                   Loe, Ann, wife of Robert Loe, 
                   Wailett, Magdalen, wife of Thomas Stokes,
                   Dorothy, wife of John Stokes, gent. Midsummer 1618.

                    Page 44.

                     Low, [,….] wife of Robert Low. Popish Recusants in Takeley 7 January 1618/19. 
                   [….] Stookes, wife of John Stookes, gent,
                   Low,[…] wife of Lancelot Low, 
                  Wallett, [….] wife of Thomas Wallett.

                    Page 46 

                    8 April 1619. 
                   Stokes, Dorothy, wife of John Stokes, gent, of Takeley, 3 years.
                   Lowe, Angelotte, wife of Lancelot Lowe for 3 years. 
                   Waylett, [….] wife of Thomas, yeoman, for 2 years. 

                   Lowe, Ann, wife of Robert Lowe, husbandman for 3 years, in Takeley 

                   Page 46.

                    Stoakes, Dorothy, spinster, wife of John Stokes, gent. 
                   Lowe, Angela, spinster, wife of Lancelot Lowe, yeoman. 
                  Waylett, Magdalen, spinster, wife of Robert Lowe, yeoman, all of Takeley.
                  10 October 1618, for 6 months.

                    Page 48/49. 13 January 1619/20.

                    Lowe, Aunglett, yeoman.

                    Waylett, Maudlin Aylett, spinster. Lowe.

                    Robert Loe, yeoman and his wife Ann, spinster.

                    Lowe, Daniel Loe, yeoman. All of Takeley . 1 month.

                    Page 51

                     Stokes, Dorothy, wife of John Stokes.
                     Lowe, Angelett, wife of Lancelot Looe.
                     Waylett, Magdalen, wife of Thomas Waylett.

                     Lowe. Ann, wife of Robert Looe. All of Takeley,

E.R. Volumes 24-27. General Sessions 13 January 1624/5 Presentments to the Grand Jury, 14 January.

                     Page 42.

                     Gunnil, Benjamin, minister of the Parish of Takeley, for that he had received and retained the wife of the said Robert Loo, and William her son in his house called the Vicarage who are recusants, for 3 months.

                      Entry struck through (Vacat).

In 1624 Henry Langley wrote the will of Robert Williams of Hatfield Brodoake while he was still excommunicated for recusancy. Langley could both read and write.

   Presentment by Grand Jury 6 October 1625.  

                    Page 45.

                    Low, Ann, wife of Robert Lo, both of Takeley, for 3 months.

General Sessions Chelmsford, 6 July 1626

                   Page 51

                   Loe, Ann, wife of Robert Loe of Takeley, recusant.

E.R.Volumes 25/26

 General Sessions. 13 January, 1634/5.

                   Page 91. Bush, Sir John of Takeley for a recusant not to Church

General Sessions 10 January. 1636/7

                   Page 95. Wager, Henry of Takeley, for recusant and for 3 Sundays.

Presentments. Grand Jury. 11 July 1637

                   Page 96. Frauncis, Henry alias Wagner, of Takeley, gent for 3 months. 

